Baltic International Academy Foreign Language Centre and ECL Certification 

Foreign Language Centre and ECL Certification (BIA FLC) was opened under the professional bachelor programme "Translation and Interpreting" at the Baltic International Academy. It is included into the ECL CONSORTIUM FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF ATTAINMENT IN MODERN LANGUAGES.  (http://www.ecl-test.com).  

History. The ECL Consortium for the Certificate of Attainment in Modern Languages was established in 1992. The coordinator of the consortium and main examination centre was University of London Examinations and Assessment Council. Since 1999 the coordinator’s functions are implemented by University of Pech Foreign Language Centre. The ECL Consortium for the Certificate of Attainment in Modern Languages was created in accordance with the EU unification policy. Presently the ECL examination centres operate in 17 countries of Europe, the USA, Argentina, and Russia.  
Objectives. The main aim of the ECL is developing and disseminating unified and reliable system for the assessment and certification in the foreign language system for the member states of the European Union. The ECL test generalizes the experience of the ERASMUS and LINGUA programmes.   The ECL ensures equivalency and recognition of the certificates in foreign languages throughout the EU without having to be validated nationally.

Content of the examination.  A candidate can choose any examination type:  

· comprehensive, 

· oral, 

· written. 

The comprehensive examination consists of two parts: oral (dialogue and monologue speech, listening) and written (reading and writing).  The examination lasts two days. The written part (reading and writing test) and listening comprehension test are to fulfill during the first day.   The examination materials are sent to the ECL Consortium Secretariat immediately after the examination.   

The oral examination is taken on the second day. A candidate fulfills just writing and reading test if s/he chooses only the written examination to take. If a candidate chooses only the oral examination to take s/he takes a listening test and comes for speaking test next day.     

The oral examination consists of two parts: a guided conversation about given topics and speech based on visual stimuli. The examination takes place in front of a two-member board.  One is to conduct the interview and the other is to act as an assessor making notes of mistakes. All the examination is recorded. The records are sent to the ECL Consortium Secretariat.  
The features of the test. The content and volume of the test tasks have been established after extensive research by specialists and pilot tests on special target tests. The feature of the test is maximum similarity to real communication in the process of work and study in modern Europe. The testing is held in accordance with the evaluation system approved in the European Union (levels A2, B1, B2, C1).  

A candidate has to decide which level to claim prior to the exam. To choose the appropriate level you have to familiarize with the relevant information on the homepage http://www.ecl-test.com or to consult a foreign language teacher. Then a candidate should submit an application for the foreign language level of proficiency.  This is the level chosen is going to be evaluated. Neither the lower level, nor the higher one is assigned.  

The ECL examination tests oral and written ability to use the language of everyday discourse on practical, professional and personal topics at varying degrees of complexity. The test does not include grammar test.  A candidate is given two tasks for each of the four language skills, so s/he can prove throughout eight different topics that his or her knowledge correspondents to the requirements of the level that s/he has chosen. This way there is no need to worry that a lack of knowledge of the vocabulary of a certain topic will determine his or her success at the examination.         

Evaluation. Four language skills are evaluated: reading, writing, listening, speaking (four subtests). For each of the skills the maximum score is 25. A candidate is successful when s/he achieves an average of at least 40% of tasks in each subtest and 60% overall.  The percentage of the task fulfillment is considered to be shown in the certificate.    In case of passing only one part (oral or written) the relevant certificate is issued.  
Reliability.  The test content and evaluation system have been established after extensive research by specialists and pilot tests on special target tests. It ensured to develop reliable and effective standards for the assessment of attained language knowledge. Test constructors and markers are trained before each session. 

The test development and evaluation have been processed in the prestigious university of the country of the language the examination is taken. The information available can be found on the homepage http://www.ecl-test.com.  All the tasks are checked prior to be included in the examination material. The Examination and Evaluation Commission is responsible for the examination questions and evaluation procedure to meet all the requirements of the ECL standards.    
The sample test is available on-line on the ECL homepage. Moreover, it is possible to take a pilot oral examination during the consultation held one week before the exam.  

Languages. In the Foreign Language and Certification Centre at the Baltic International Academy it's possible to be tested and obtain the certificate ECL CONSORTIUM FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF ATTAINMENT IN MODERN LANGUAGES in English, German, Spanish and Russian. 

Fee. Examination fee is 80 Euro. One examination part (written or oral) is 48 Euro.  
Period of validity: not limited in time.
Who chooses the ECL examination?
Among those who decide to take an ECL examination are a growing number of students, researchers and representatives from different areas of professional life who want to live, work or study in European countries.  They prefer this examination, because it doesn't check the academic knowledge in comparison with IELTS or TOEFEL, but shows the real foreign language level of proficiency as a communication tool. With the growing tendency towards international mobility, the ECL certificate represents an important addition to your language portfolio.  
Why is it worth taking the ECL exam?

· Its content complies with the European system of knowledge assessment in foreign languages.
· It gives you an opportunity to get internationally recognized certificate for study and work abroad.
· Reliable and equivalent methods of control and assessment of the exam.
· The exam is held in the kind atmosphere. 
· Communication skills are tested without grammar tests and translation tasks.
· This is the cheapest international exam.
· A lifetime test. 
· It’s possible to take the oral or written part again if you fail in one of the part of the exam. 
·  A continuously expanding network of exam centres established throughout Europe and the world. 
Exam dates in 2009
	Month 
	Languages 
	Dates and levels 
All languages
	Deadline for application
	Consultation

	December 
	English 

German

Spanish

Russian
	3 December – A2

4 December – B1, C1 

5 December – B2
	5 November 
	27 November

3.00 p.m.


Exam dates in 2010

	Month 
	Languages 
	Dates and levels 
All languages
	Deadline for application
	Consultation

	April 
	English 

German

Spanish

Russian
	16 April – A2

17 April – B1, C1

18 April – B2
	19 March
	3 April

	December 
	English 

German

Spanish

Russian
	3 December – A2

4 December – B1, C1 

5 December – B2
	5 November 
	27 November




Application form  
Application form can be downloaded from the ECL homepage (http://www.ecl-test.com). It should be send to   BIA FLC meeting all deadlines (see the table above). The BIA FLC address for application: linda.ramanauska@bsa.edu.lv  
How to prepare for ECL testing? 

1. Consider the information on ECL homepage http://www.ecl-test.com 

2. The ECL homepage describes the European foreign language levels of proficiency and proposes the sample test to take. Familiarize with the level system corresponding to your knowledge.  In the result you will decide what preparation way to choose: individually or with the help of a teacher. 
3. You can prepare to the examination individually ordering the special course books at the BIA Foreign Language Centre and ECL Certification.  
4. Shortly before the examination you can attend the consultation at the BIA Foreign Language Centre and ECL Certification (see the dates in the table above). Consultations are held one week before the examination. During the consultation you will gain the information on the examination structure and take a pilot oral test.  
5. You have an opportunity to take an examination preparatory course held at the BIA Foreign Language Centre and ECL Certification. We propose the course of two types: examination preparatory exam and foreign language course. 
Further information:

· More information is available on the Internet: http://www.ecl-test.com 
· The director of the BIA Foreign Language Centre and ECL Certification (BIA FCL) - as.prof. Larisa Ignatyeva, phone 26171355.
· Testing in English  - Linda Ramanauska, phone  29172959
· Testing in German – Inessa Ivanchikova, phone 29681553 
· Testing in Spanish – Ludmila Grisle, phone  26138762
· Testing in Russian – Larisa Ignatyeva.
Types of activity of the BIA Foreign Language Centre and ECL Certification  
Basic directions: 

· Testing and certification in English, German, Spanish and Russian within ECL CONSORTIUM FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF ATTAINMENT IN MODERN LANGUAGES
· Course in English, German, Spanish, Russian;

· Course in methodology of Russian as a Second Language Ludmila Umarova, Phone 26785935      

